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Handy pdf tools









I used to dislike PDFs. I couldn't copy and paste and scrolling was a mess. Lately I have been warming to the format mostly because of Amazon's Kindle. With the reader I can stack a bunch of documents in one place and avoid printing physical pages. Though primitive, the zoom feature allows me to zero in on a desired image (I still use Kindle 2). Reading the whole document still requires a larger screen, but that is another story. What I want to post today  are some shoutouts to handy PDF tools that I have come across during my research. Not absolutely the best, but the best I've seen.






All of these are free and lightweight.






Windows reader






Sumatra PDF is the best alternative that I have found to the standard Acrobat Reader which has become bloated over the years. It is both snappy and lightweight. Foxit is a common alternative, but I find Sumatra better as it doesn't try to sneak in extra toolbars and other rigmarole.













* to PDF converter






DoPDF allows you to convert any printable document to a PDF. It is very basic, but allows you to select the output resolution. It works by installing itself as a printer driver that you can invoke with the regular Control+P shortcut. If you need to convert a HTML page (regular Internet webpage) to PDF a better alternative is…






Google Chrome






Because it avoids truncating images at page breaks, is faster (usually not a problem) and can generally output a smaller file.









Screenshot Captor


This one is one of the most versatile screenshot programs out there. It has a screen-to-pdf feature that does the job

















Editing






PDFescape is an online tool that has a whole array of editing functions. Add text anywhere, fields and free-form. It can also rotate your documents and split or merge them. It is limited to 10 MB/100 pages. You can work around this limitation by working on a smaller subset at a time and then joining all the parts together on your system; for that last part there is…






Merging and splitting larger documents






PDF split and merge (PDFsam) is a downloadable open-source program. Donations starts at €1. This one installs a non pdf browser toolbar in the express settings, so be careful. 



Sometimes one needs to merge or stich many pages into a single page in a manner of a long piano roll. That can be done too! The online service PDFdu provides the service hassle free. 






Reflow






So far I have not had good results with the few tests I've made, but if your pdf is mostly text,  you might want to try out this one.






http://www.howtogeek.com/69481/how-to-convert-pdf-files-for-easy-ebook-reading/










Scripting tools






If you know a scripting language that has a module repository such as Perl with CPAN or Python with Pypi, you might want to check what is available there. Not tried it myself yet, but I believe that with those you might come up with better custom tools for your needs.



Search engines



Surprisingly enough there are dedicated search engines out there:






PDFGeni: http://www.pdfgeni.com/index.php






Watch out! Google/webutation apparently do not like this site










PDF Search Engine: http://www.pdfsearchengine.info/
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Where to find Touhou midi music: community service

            Since about 1996 I have been collecting choice midi files and have just crossed the 1000 mark. I really like listening to the...






	







How to play midi files on Linux Mint

    While trying out Linux mint I was surprised at it not being able to play midi files out of the box. This can be easily remedied by insta...






	







Post-processing a podcast: volume leveling

   Have you ever listened to an audio program or recorded musical piece where one segment is so low in volume that you have to crank up the ...






	







Logic Books: what to read and what to avoid

 Not so long ago I tried to get head first into Aristotle's Organon  starting backwards with the Topics  and, oh, it is so tough.       ...






	







Inflation calculator for Mexico

   How much was worth it?     It really doesn't bother me, but it is somewhat annoying.     From time to time I come across monetary fig...






	







Essay on Lovecraft

     I'm trying to read all the Britannica Great Books  and I am now over half of the way there. I just finished Montaigne's Essays ...






	







Chess Program: Intensive Course Tactics 1

   I wonder how the great chess masters of the past got their high levels of proficiency. It isn't that their skills are duller than wha...






	







Dvoretsky's Endgame Manual: Chessbase version

 Dvoretsky's Endgame Manual could be the book to go next after mastering the material of the any of the basic endgame books (I recommend...






	







Problemist Supplement article index: Community Service

 Chess as a confrontation between two players is just a small subset of a larger chessboard and chessmen universe. Chess problems are a deli...














Featured Post


Chiptune on vinyl: a preview


    So here you have me after deciding to buy a new record player, the AT-LP3, browsing through Amazon's vinyl offerings for new records...
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About Me



	

Carl05


	Hi. I'm interested in books, tea & tech of course. Chess (I'm about 1900 elo on Fics) and music too. Some anime on the side; have a Crunchyroll account over there.

I swim daily on weekdays and have joined a gym (I want my own Frank and Andy). Never learned to ride a bike though.

Thanks for stopping by.


View my complete profile
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